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EDITORIALS.

1'resident W. J. Hawkins of the Warreusburg (Missouri) Normal
School has placed himself on record as favoring an emphasis of

educational research in the normal schools. In
EDUCATIONAL the April number of the Western Journal of Edu-
RESEARCH IN cation he says:
NORMAL Jteseareh work cau alone solve the problems in education.

^' ' s ""-'̂ S done by the schools of education in the universities.
These schools of education are grappling with the real problems
in education and life that the normal schools ha\e left wholly
untouched.

It is my contention that the normal schools are now piepared to enter, and should
enter this field of work. They have in their faculties men and women who arc-
capable of undertaking such work. The states can devote the public funds to no
purpose that more directly concerns the people. Everyone engaged directly or
indirectly in the elementary or the secondary schools knows that much of the work
is merely "marking time." • • * Educators know that, there is ?reat waste.
* * » The results are deplored and criticized. The ]>eople do not know the rem-
edy. Educators are expected to know it, but they do not. They are getting anxious
to find out. The people are pushing them on to find out.

• * * To my mind, such an enlargement of the sen ices of the state normal
school is not only a possibility, but an obligation.
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It is our sober conviction that President Hawkins' proposal rep-
resents an ideal that will infuse new life into the normal schools
and gradually bring them to the position that they should occupy
in our system of public education. We urge a more. liltcral financial
support of normal schools for many reasons, bu< for none more im-
portant than that they may turn some of their available taleni into
the field of investigation. What ran be done by a liberal infusion
of the spirit of research has been abundantly demonstrated by tiie
success of the agricultural experiment stations. Fifteen thousand
dollars appropriated annually from the Federal treasury to each
of the state normal schools for purposes of educational investigation
would work a miracle in less than a generation. \Y. (\ P>.

Those who attempt to defend the study of Latin in secondary
schools by an ill-tempered, fanatical and irrational abuse of college

professors of education (in whom, it would
DR. SHERMAN'S seem, the crime of h:sv ma jest r, is now con-
DEFENSE OF LATIN, centrated i would do well to stud\ rather

carefully Dr. S. P. Sherman's article, "Eng-
lish and the Latin Question." in tlie April number of School ami
Home Education. Dr. Sherman wastes neither time, energy, nor
printer's ink in personal vituperation. He does not presume to call
into question the experimental evidence against the validity of the
dogma of formal-discipline in its older form. Himself both a classi-
cal scholar and a teacher of English, lie limits his remarks to a field
with which he is thoroughly familiar, and in which he can speak
with authority. And when he asserts that a man may as well "try
to reach England without a boat as to attain proficiency in English
without Latin," his statement challenges attention. Hut he goes
beyond the mere statement: he. adduces experimental evidence, in its
support. His colleagues who will have no commerce with the ex-
perimental method in education will doubtless brand him as an
apostate. Shorey will sneer and Fite will snort; but some of the
lees hardened may conclude that, after all, hard facts are the most
effective weapons to employ when the efficiency of one's work is
being questioned; and that the best way to hammer a belief into a
fact is to use a sledge of unprejudiced induction and an anvil of
controlled observation. W. €. IS.


